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Empress market at Karachi, and the Sind College.    Extensive works have been carried out in Karachi harbour since 1886.
Seven years' experience of the working of Municipal Act XXVI of  1850 had proved that the people of Sind, though  unfitted to control their own municipal affairs, were quite ready to contr^ute funds for public improvements.    Ac-
cordingly, Mr. (afterwards Sir Bartle) Frere drew up proposals in 1858 to amend that Act so as to make it lawful to constitute any District or portion thereof a municipality, and to impose a cess on the land tax, and a shop and house tax. Under this scheme the expenditure of funds was to be left in the hands of District officers, assisted by a board for each municipal division thus constituted, corresponding to the modern taluka local board. The superintendence of large and important works was to vest in the Collector, subject to the control of the Commissioner, and the immediate supervision of minor works devolved upon the heads of villages. The system advocated was neither new noi experimental. It had been in force for some years in parts of the province, and had operated to relieve cultivators from statute labour in road-making and bridge construction. The scheme, however, was ultimately withdrawn in favour of Act XXXIII of 1860, which abolished the land cess and shop tax hitherto levied as a Local fund in parts of Sind. The cess was nevertheless revived soon afterwards in the shape of a levy of one anna per rupee of assessment, wherever the limit of assessment had not been authoritatively fixed. In 1863 Government, by executive order, appointed District and taluka committees with definite duties to promote education and the construction of roads, The proceeds of a cess fixed at one anna per rupee of land revenue and subsequently legalized by Act VIII of 1865, tolls, ferry fees, and cattle pound receipts were placed under the control of these committees. The members, however, met but rarely, owing to lack of interest on the part of the ratepayers \ and save for improvements, which the Collectors and their deputies personally supervised and effected, no progress was made till the passing of the Local Boards (Bombay) Act I of 1884, which aimed at carrying out local improvements by local taxation, at decentralizing the management of local funds, and at giving a large share in their management to the ratepayers. By 1903-4 there were 6 District and 51 taluka boards in Sind, composed of 716 members, of whom 407 were nominated and 299 elected All members are elected except those for 8 talukas in the Thar and Parkar District and for the whole of the Upper Sind Frontier District. The total revenue of the boards rose from 7^ lakhs in 1890-1 to 8 lakhs in 1900-1 and to 8| lakhs in 1903-4, and their expenditure from 7^- lakhs to 7f and 9 lakhs in the same period. The chief heads of expenditure in 1903-4 were;